Town of Dewey-Humboldt

Environmental Issues Advisory Committee

Draft Regular Meeting Minutes

Monday, April 28, 2008

Agua Fria Health Center

12150 E Turquoise Cr

Dewey, AZ 86327

1) The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.

Members present:  Treesha deFrance, Chair, Len Marinaccio, Council Liaison, Dr Mike Randall, Bob Bowman, Lydia Chapman, and Denise Rogers

Members absent:  Doris Cellarius

Guests: Joe Chancerelle, Floyd Wright

Agendas and minutes were discovered to remain at Len’s house.  Floyd volunteered to retrieve them so the order of agenda items was changed a bit to fill the time until Floyd returned. 

1) Report on NEMO Training for the Wet/Dry Mapping on the Agua Fria River by Dr. Mike Randall.

Mike reported that on June 21st a group of volunteers would join NEMO representatives in the Wet/Dry Mapping of the Agua Fria River.  One training session was already held (Mike participated) and another will be offered at Arcosanti on June 20th.  The volunteers will determine the wet or dry status of the river every 50’ from the bridge at Hwy 169 (if permission from all property owners is granted) to the Agua Fria National Monument.  More volunteers would be appreciated.

2) Announcements:

Denise reported that on August 4th AFOSA’s Agua Fria River Riparian Vegetation Mapping Project would begin with several days of volunteer training followed the next two weeks by identification and mapping of vegetation along the River in the Dewey-Humboldt area.  More volunteers would be appreciated.

AFOSA’s 2nd Annual Open Space Convention (Aqua Fria Open Space Alliance), to be held Saturday May 3rd at Arcosanti.  The schedule begins with a bird walk at 8:30.  Eight speakers are scheduled. Sessions run every 20 minutes from 10am to 11:30 with a break for lunch until1 resuming until the 2:30 River hike. 

Treesha reported the next regular monthly meeting of the Upper Aqua Fria Watershed Partnership is May 6 from 10-noon at Arcosanti.  The stakeholders’ meeting is June 3.  Leah Butler, EPA is planning to come back to D-H in the next few months and would come to meet with us at that time. Norman Perry sent an invitation to EIAC members to attend a party at his home on May 17 from 3 to 6. The comment period on Superfund listing ends May 16th.

3) Report on April 16, 2008 Presentation by Chuck Graf at the Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee on “The ABCs of ECs: Emerging Contaminants in the Environment” by Treesha deFrance.

Treesha reported that she had attended the Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee meeting.  Chuck Graf, Director of the Arizona Water Institute, spoke about Emerging Contaminants in our water.  He discussed the level of contamination and said that, although the amount of many contaminants are below the danger level, within 30 days estrogen levels reach therapeutic dose.  Discussion was had regarding the Prescott Valley sewage treatment plant, which puts effluent into the Aqua Fria River upstream of D-H. “What should the Town do?”  We should educate our community on this, and recommend to the Town that there be limits and parameters set on our water quality.  Someone commented that it was expensive to test water through private companies.  Joe stated that the County has a mass spectrometer and can test water.  He suggested perhaps they could test ours for free. Len stated D-H has the potential to bring a lawsuit against PV for chemical trespass, though it may not be appropriate at this time.  Lydia suggested a series of articles in the Town Newsletter to raise consciousness among the public and the council.  There was a general discussion of the Newsletter and space available. Floyd suggested there could be a brief article in the Newsletter and a reference to the Town Website for more in depth information.  There was a discussion of how to get things on the Town Website.  Mike read excerpts from an article about a $487 million dollar treatment plant in Orange County, CA, that is a tertiary plus plant and it does not get rid of hormone disruptors and endocrine disruptors or some viruses.

4) The minutes of the March 28th meeting were approved with correction of the meeting time to 6:30 (not 6 pm), attachment of emails Mike read (between Mike and William Emerson) and the correction of the title from “Meeting Notice” to “Minutes”.  Mike moved to approve and Lydia seconded.  All approved.  There was a brief discussion on the form of minutes and timing of submission. 

5) Environmental Element of the Town of Dewey-Humboldt 2008 General Plan.
There was a discussion of the Environmental Element for the D-H General Plan.  William Emerson suggested to Treesha that our comments be submitted by May 27th to be included in the agenda packet for the June 3rd Council Meeting work session.  Treesha reminded us that according to ARS: 9-461.05D3: The Plan element should include “…analysis, policies and strategies to address anticipated effects of development on air, water and natural resources.”  Treesha questioned why D-H combined Open Space and Environment in The Plan.  She stated the Plan must be in keeping with ARS and the D-H Survey.  There was a brief discussion of the comments at the end of the survey, all agreeing they were important and should not be overlooked.  In trying to determine how to organize and what to include in the Environmental Element, the General Plans of Cave Creek, Kingman, Pinetop, AZ, and Dunbarton, NH were reviewed.  Things included were: visions, values, goals, objectives, policies, analysis and strategies.  We decided the format should be to include vision, values and attributes narrative, followed by an outline including goals, objectives, policies, strategies and programs.  We listed things that might be “effects of development” (roads-heat, drainage, traffic with development, septics, sewage treatment, wells, light, street maintenance-herbicides, sound, etc) that D-H needs to be ready to respond to by means of the Plan, and talked about how we get from what people want to what we do to mitigate impacts of the plan.  It was decided that Mike and Lydia would work on impacts on Natural Resources, Bob and Denise would do water, and Len and Treesha would do air. A special meeting will be held on May 19 to finalize our advice to council. 

6) Wood burning devices and air pollutants:

Treesha read excerpts from the Journal of Inhalation Toxicology, Jan 08, that highlighted the health effects of wood burning.  There is an increase in death, and emergency room visits from asthma.  Wood smoke is different from fossil fuel burning, containing acids, organic chemicals, metals, dust and allergens.  It also contains significant amounts of health-damaging pollutants such as benzene, aldehydes and cancer-causing compounds.  The nature of wood smoke causes it to hang close to the ground.  He said he hoped there could be something in the Plan or an Ordinance or Resolution, especially before Monogram began building, to restrict these devices in new homes.  Joe brought 2 ordinances. He told us that Yavapai County is working on an Ordinance to control this based on the one Peoria has (since Yavapai County & Peoria touch).  Treesha asked if the committee members thought this was an important matter we wanted to advise the council on, the group members said yes. Air quality is number one in the general plan goals, and air pollution is a health problem.  Wood smoke should be named as a problem in the Plan and that remedies should be suggested.  We could also develop a set of options to present to the Town Council to consider as an Ordinance or Resolution.

7) Comments from the public:

Joe said the Town needs to recognize Global Warming and that wood smoke adds to it.

8) Comments from the committee:

Treesha asked Len, as council liaison, to bring up the tradition of quarterly meetings the council and committee had with ADEQ and EPA.  The Town Manager is probably unaware of those meetings, and we need to resume that exchange of info. Len will bring this up.

Treesha relayed that Norman Perry spoke to BLM about testing the water in the Agua Fria River at the Agua Fria National Monument.  He said the BLM never tested the water there, and it will be tested. Results expected in June.

Lydia asked that we change the meting location back to ADI at 6:30pm on the last Monday of the month.  No one objected.

9) Len motioned for adjournment at 9:15pm.

