
Town of Dewey Humboldt 
Environmental Issues Advisory Committee 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
November 15, 2011, 3:00 pm 

 
1. CALL	TO	ORDER	.	The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	3:03.	

2. ROLL	CALL: EIAC Committee Members Bob Bowman, Floyd Wright, Doris Cellarius (arrived 
at 3:07 after roll call), and Chair Treesha deFrance were present.			

3. CONSENT	AGENDA	‐  

3.1. Minutes.	Minutes	 from	October	4,	2011	Special	Meeting.	Bob	Bowman	made	a	
motion	 to	 approve	 3.1	 Minutes	 from	 the	 October	 4,	 2011	 Special	 Meeting,	 Floyd	
Wright	seconded	the	motion	and	the	minutes	were	passed	unanimously.	

6.	COMMENTS	FROM	THE	PUBLIC.  (This  item was moved  up  until  the U  of A  presenters 
arrived, and also to accommodate the Historical Society members who were present to talk with 
EPA, who was not present.) Kevin Leonard, President of the Dewey‐Humboldt Historical Society 
spoke about their search for a place for a  park and Historical Society museum which would be a 
good idea for our Town since it has a rich history and is a good tourist destination. Past efforts 
were not  successful. EPA’s  testing  seems  to go on and on but nothing gets  solved. The Town 
doesn’t do anything but  roads. The members are getting  fed up with  the situation. Betty  Joy, 
another member,  repeated  those  issues and spoke about  that  they have had  their eye on  the 
smelter property, and that  it would make a wonderful tourist draw, but nothing gets done by 
EPA or  the Town.  Jerry Brady provided a  summary of  information  for  sources of  funding and 
information for remediation that involved abandoned mines funding, USGS, and FEMA. 	

4. REGULAR	AGENDA	–	Unfinished	Business	‐ Discussion and Possible Action on any issue 
which was not concluded, was postponed, or was tabled during a prior meeting.	

4.1. Dr.	Walt	Klimecki	and	associates	Dr.	Miranda	Loh,	Dr.	Paloma	Beamer	 and	
Sarah	Wilkinson,	University	of	Arizona,	update	on	study	of	exposure	to	metals	
from	contamination	sources	in	Dewey‐Humboldt.		

Dr.	Klimecki	explained	 that	 there	will	be	an	exposure	study	done	 that	seeks	 information	
about	how	people	are	exposed	 to	 contaminants	 from	 the	 source	areas	of	 the	Superfund	
site	(tailings	and	smelter	ash),	what	the	exposure	levels	are	in	the	homes,	how	the	subjects	
come	 in	contact	with	the	exposure	materials.	Dr.	Klimecki	 introduced	his	associates	who	
will	be	the	researchers	on	this	project:	Dr.	Beamer	who	 is	 interested	 in	children’s	health	
and	 environmental	 exposures,	 Dr.	 Loh	 will	 also	 be	 working	 on	 the	 research,	 Nathan	
Lothrop,	who	will	 be	 the	 coordinator	 for	 the	 project,	 and	 Sarah	Wilkinson,	who	 is	 the	
outreach	coordinator	 for	 the	 four	U	of	A	Superfund	projects	 in	D‐H.	The	exposure	 study	
will	be	 focusing	on	 the	7	metals	 identified	 in	EPA’s	Remedial	 Investigation	report	which	
identified	these	7	metals	as	being	above	the	residential	screening	level	found	through	air	
sampling	here.	The	study	will	examine	100	households	by:	measuring	the	soil	around	the	
yard	via	sampling,	the	dust	and	falling	dust	inside	the	homes	via	vacuuming,	blood,	urine	
and	toenail	biological	samples	from	one	or	more	children	living	in	the	home.		The	targeted	
age	group	is	6‐11.	Some	of	the	questions	they	seek	to	answer	are:	Are	the	7	contaminants	



from	 the	 source	 areas	 getting	 near	 the	 home?	 Are	 they	 getting	 inside	 the	 house	 and	
becoming	part	of	 the	house	dust?	Are	 these	metals	entering	 the	 children’s	bodies?	 	The	
biological	results	will	be	compared	 to	biological	results	 from	cross	sections	of	children’s	
data	 from	government	reports	to	see	how	Dewey‐Humboldt	children	compare.	They	will	
examine	the	data	to	see	 if	there	 is	a	relationship	between	the	 levels	 inside	the	home	and	
levels	found	in	the	children.	This	relationship	could	create	a	model	that	EPA	could	use	in	
other	communities	which	would	allow	some	expectation	of	indoor	contamination	based	on	
known	 outdoor	 contamination	 levels.	 Other	 sources	 besides	 the	 source	 areas	must	 be	
identified	when	considering	the	results,	such	as	lead	paint	in	the	home	as	a	lead	source	vs.	
the	tailings.	The	group	is	interested	in	holding	community	meetings	to	discuss	the	nature	
and	risk	 from	 the	contamination	here,	 the	metals	of	concern	and	 their	health	effects,	 to	
offer	strategies	to	reduce	the	levels	found	in	homes,	to	have	the	community	identify	topics	
of	 concern	 for	 subsequent	meetings,	and	 to	be	available	 to	 the	public	after	 the	 study	 is	
done	 for	 follow	 up	 and	 to	 address	 questions	 and	 concerns	 over	 the	 findings	 and	
conclusions.	 The	 seven	 metals	 for	 this	 investigation	 are:	 arsenic,	 cadmium,	 lead,	
chromium,	 aluminum,	 beryllium	 and	 nickel.	 Discussion	 included	 the	 toxicity	 of	 these	
metals,	 government	 reports	 will	 be	 consulted,	 if	 drinking/bathing	 	 water	 will	 be	
considered	 as	 a	 potential	 source	 (yes),	 how	 subjects	 will	 be	 recruited	 is	 still	 being	
developed,	the	 location	of	the	homes	will	probably	be	close	to	the	source	areas,	but	also	
some	 further	 off.	Comments	 from	 the	 public	 included:	 Jerry	Brady	 offering	 information	
about	 2	 studies	 that	 looked	 at	 pollution	 and	 health	 here,	 Pete	 Kroopnic	 explained	 the	
Yavapai	County	database	as	a	possible	 source	of	household	 information,	 Joanna	Dodder	
asked	about	 the	 funding	 source,	which	 is	a	Superfund	granting	mechanism	awarded	by	
the	 federal	 government	 through	 NIEHS	 (National	 Institute	 of	 Environmental	 Health	
Services).	The	program	 is	complimentary	to	help	EPA	have	a	better	outcome.	Skip	Rains	
commented	 on	 the	 lack	 of	 information	 about	 how	many	 known	 deaths	 or	 illnesses	 are	
attributable	 to	 the	 site.	 Dr.	 Klimecki	 answered	 that	 children	 are	 at	 high	 risk	 when	
carrying	high	levels	of	toxic	metals,	and	many	of	the	health	effects	from	the	metals	do	not	
involve	death,	rather	involve	loss	of	intelligence,	respiratory	effects	and	diseases,	increased	
allergies,	 cancer.	The	 answer	 is	we	 don’t	 know	 and	we	hope	 to	 gain	 some	 information	
from	 this	 study.	 Kevin	 Leonard	 commented	 that	 there	 are	 many	 mines	 in	 the	 area	
impacting	 air	 and	water	 quality.	 Our	 community	 has	 an	 unusual	 proximity	 to	 source	
areas,	so	is	unique.	Dr.	Beamer	explained	that	occupational	disease	is	the	4th	leading	cause	
of	death	in	the	US,	yet	it	is	very	hard	to	associate	the	disease	with	any	particular	exposure	
unless	it	has	a	unique	footprint.	Pete	Kroopnic	asked	if	hair	salon	hair	could	be	used	as	a	
preliminary	 look	 at	 exposure.	Dr.	 Loh	 explained	 toenails	 are	 a	 better	 look.	Dr.	Beamer	
explained	 hair	 can	 be	 dyed	 and	 contain	metals	 from	 that	 or	 other	 consumer	 products	
rather	than	from	metal	biologically	present	and	growing	out.		

5.	REGULAR	AGENDA	–	New	Business	



5.1 	Setting	next	EIAC	meeting	date	and	time.		The	committee	discussed	their	schedule	
and	decided	to	skip	the	regular	meeting	that	would	have	occurred	in	December	due	to	
its	proximity	 to	Christmas	and	 that	 there	 is	no	pressing	business	 for	now.	The	next	
meeting	will	be	a	regular	meeting	on	January	26,	2012	at	2	pm.		

6. COMMENTS	FROM	THE	PUBLIC	(continued)	

	Jerry	Brady	discussed	previous	studies	that	showed	3	fatalities	attributed	to	the	site,	the	
USGS	 study	 that	 showed	amphibian	abnormalities	 in	 the	Aqua	Fria	River	due	 to	mining	
leachate.	Bart	Brush	discussed	several	examples	of	pollution	in	areas	he	has	lived	near	in	
the	past,	and	their	public	health	and	environmental	impacts.	He	also	commented	that	he	
did	 not	 appreciate	 the	 laughter	 that	 occurred	 at	 times	 and	 felt	 the	 chair	 was	 not	
controlling	it.	Jerry	Brady	commented	on	the	past	characterization	of	Dewey‐Humboldt	as	
“most	 contaminated”	 by	 the	 US	 War	 Department,	 and	 previous	 investigations	 and	
decisions	under	the	Smithsonian	Review	Board.	Lydia	Chapman	was	interested	in	having	
her	personal	soil	and	water	samples	reviewed	by	one	of	the	doctors	present.	The	chair	was	
not	 responding	 to	 the	 issues	people	 raised	during	 their	 comments	as	per	Open	Meeting	
Law,	which	was	not	generally	understood,	so	Lydia	Chapman	commented	 that	 the	chair	
was	 following	 the	 law	 to	 not	 comment	 back	 or	 discuss	 items	 brought	 up	 by	 the	
commenting	members	of	the	public	during	the	comment	period.	.		

7. ADJOURN.	The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	4:40	pm.		

 
 
_____________________________________________	

Treesha	deFrance,	Chair	

ATTEST:	

____________________________________________	

Judy	Morgan,	Town	Clerk	

 
 
 
 


