FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Library District Awarded Federal Grant to Support
Local Business Training
PROSPER Grant Will Provide Tools and Training for Rural Residents
Location: Yavapai County

The Yavapai County Free Library District has partnered with SBDC, NACOG, & SCORE
creating a broader outreach effort to push forward economic growth.
"Realizing the expanding role of libraries in our rural communities, the Library District
met with the Yavapai County Economic Resource Alliance to provide new
economic development opportunities in Yavapai County. As a result of that
meeting, the Library District sought funding from the Arizona State Library, Archives,
and Public Records for grant funding to partner with SCORE, the SBDC, and NACOG
to provide training opportunities to our businesses in our rural communities. The grant
was fully funded, and we are deeply grateful to the State Library and our partners to
provide this expanded service to the current and aspiring business owners
throughout rural Yavapai County." - Corey Christians, Library District Director

The grant, P.R.O.S.P.E.R.: Preparing, Researching, Organizing, Selecting, and Promoting
Entrepreneurial Resources, will provide online and on-site training in each community
where the Library District has a branch providing direct support to interested residents.
Beginning July 2022 through August 2023 all 15 Library District Branches will offer current
and aspiring business owners access to mentors, monthly training sessions, and online
training courses through Udemy, Gale Business Builder, & Gale Business Entrepreneur. All
Library District branches have Chromebooks and Hotspots available for residents to
checkout to complete the online training from their own home.
P.R.O.S.P.E.R. aims to increase the viability and success of businesses established in rural
areas by creating a support network for business owners in areas where few currently
exist. Yavapai County residents interested in the program are encouraged to visit
www.ycfld.gov or scan our QR code to be directed to the business training interest
survey.
This project is supported by the Arizona State Library, Archives & Records, a division of
the Secretary of State, with federal funds from the Institute of Museum & Library
Services.
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#####

The Yavapai County Free Library District (YCFLD) operates fifteen branch libraries, most in
unincorporated communities. The YCFLD also partially funds individual municipal libraries
and fully funds the Yavapai Library Network (YLN) operations, supporting a consortium of
more than 50 public, academic, school and museum libraries in Yavapai County.
YCFLD was established in 1987 by the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors.
Visit us at ycfld.org or on Facebook "@YCFLD"
District branches are located in Ash Fork, Bagdad, Beaver Creek, Black Canyon City, Clarkdale,
Congress, Cordes Lakes, Crown King, Dewey-Humboldt, Mayer, Paulden, Seligman, Spring
Valley, Wilhoit, and Yarnell.

